Visual detection of granulocyte surface antigens using the avidin-biotin complex.
A visual test for detection of granulocyte surface markers using the avidin-biotin complex (ABC) has been developed. That this assay is highly specific, reproducible, and sensitive was determined by studying the expression of HLA antigens on granulocytes with monoclonal antibodies. Further, using granulocyte specific alloantisera, the results of the ABC test compared well to data from leukoagglutination assays and indirect immunofluorescence tests. The assay is particularly advantageous in that granulocytes can be stored, only small amounts of cells and sera are needed, and heterogeneous cell populations can easily be studied.